
 
Current Issues in Prayer 

Getting started: 
I find a quiet place and feel God’s presence within me. While thanking God for forgiving me, I also 

appreciate God’s great love for me. 

Welcome! The Pope invites people of good will to come together and pray that the death 

penalty, which violates the dignity of the human person, may be legally abolished in every 

country. 

September 2022 

Let us pray: 
Lord, may the lives and dignity of your loving children be respected and protected in all stages 

and circumstances. 

Inspiration: 
The abolition of the death penalty contributes to making us a civilized society. It shows that we 

actually do mean business when we say we have reverence for life.          Desmond Tutu 

Hands on: 
I find ways to promote for the end of the death penalty. I seek to support those involved in prison 

ministry and who minister to those who have been released from prisons. 

Time to reflect: 
I reflect on Sr Helen Prejean’s quote. “Do I realize that I cannot stand by silently as my 

government executes its citizens? If I do not speak out and resist, I am an accomplice.”  

How do these words resonate with me? 

Short story: 
Walter McMillian was an Afro-American pulpwood worker 

from Monroeville, Alabama, a place well-known for 

racism. He was wrongfully convicted and sentenced to 

death for the murder of a young white woman, who 

worked as a clerk in a dry-cleaning store. At the time of the 

crime, McMillian was with his family 11 miles away from 

where the woman was murdered. Although he did not 

have a history of violence, McMillian was known to have 

dated a white woman and one of his sons had married a white woman.  McMillian awaited trial 

on death row, as if a death sentence were a foregone conclusion. Moreover, his trial was 

relocated from a county that was forty per cent black to an overwhelmingly white one. His trial 

started on August 15, 1988 and lasted only a day and a half. Three witnesses testified against him, 

and the jury ignored the testimony of dozens of black persons who testified that he was at a     

fish-fry at the time of the crime. Without a single piece of physical evidence connecting McMillian 

to the crime scene, the jury still found him guilty and recommended life imprisonment. Judge 

Robert E. Lee Key, Jr. overrode the jury’s recommendation and imposed the death penalty. There 

was heavy racist complicity of the police and the prosecution in this. On February 23, 1993, after 

five appeals, the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals reversed McMillian’s conviction and ordered 

a new trial. The witnesses admitted that they lied at the trial, committing perjury.  A week later, 

prosecutors dismissed the charges. It had taken six years for Walter McMillian to be returned to 

freedom. 


