
 
Current Issues in Prayer 

Getting started: 
I choose a comfortable place and I try to recollect myself in the presence of God. I ask that my 

prayer will lead me to find courage to preach the Gospel with actions and attitudes that reflect 

solidarity, fraternity, and a sense of participation in the mission of the Church. 

Welcome! The Pope invites people of good will to come together and pray for the Church; 

ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gospel, may the Church be a community 

of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living in an atmosphere of synodality.   
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Let us pray: 
Father, help us to feel that we are your children, members of one family. Give us courage to shun 

all divisive fears. Teach us how to fight hate with a sense of fraternity and solidarity. Instil in us a 

sense of responsibility to participate in the mission of your love.  

Inspiration: 
Solidarity was the movement that turned the direction of history.   

           Jeane Kirkpatrick 

Hands on: 
In my place of work, in my family and with my friends, I will choose to support the side that 

encourages a sense of community and not necessarily that of the majority.  

Time to reflect: 
What may groups within the Church learn from these events? In your opinion, do they practice 

solidarity among themselves? Do they praise one another? Do they watch out for each 

other?  How can we more courageously and effectively bring the Gospel to people? What could 

be my contribution to the effort of helping Christians to feel that they are important within the 

life of the Church?  

Short story: 
During the Oscar Awards in Los Angeles, 2018, mention was made of 

a short film that recounts the events of great bravery that took 

place in Kenya, 2015. In these events, one is able to observe a 

number of values of our faith, yet being lived out by people 

belonging to different religions. The movie narrates how militias of 

Al-Shabab, an al-Qaeda affiliated terrorist group in East Africa, 

stormed a bus and ordered the more than 100 passengers to 

separate into Christians and Muslims. Their intention was to kill the 

Christians present in the group. The Muslims refused to obey the 

order and instead shielded the Christians and offered them their 

hijabs so as not to be easily identified. As a result of this act of 

solidarity, almost all of the passengers survived the attack. 

This movie focuses on Jua, a Christian who is traveling to the house of a relative. Jua is 

uncomfortable sitting on a bus surrounded by Muslims. The movie highlights the tensions that 

exist between the two faith communities, and yet, when under attack, the two groups come 

together. The movie is titled: ‘Watu wote’, which is Swahili for ‘All of us.’ 


