
 
Current Issues in Prayer 

Getting started: 
I find a comfortable place in silence and try to feel God’s presence within me. I thank God for all 

the good work carried out by volunteer non-profit organisations that promote human 

development. 

Welcome! The Pope invites people of good will to come together and pray that volunteer  

non-profit organisations committed to human development find people dedicated to the 

common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to international cooperation.   
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Let us pray: 
Lord, give the courage and strength to those who wish to join non-profit organisations. Let their 

dedication and energy help these organisations to seek the common good and continue on the 

path to human development.  

Hands on: 
What are the issues related to human development in my country that need to be addressed? I 

dedicate time to learn about these issues and become aware of the obstacles that are hindering 

human development. I try to dedicate some time to help a non-profit organisation with its 

mission.  

Time to reflect: 
Human development is a broad topic that can include development on an individual, community, 

national and international levels. What aspects of human development interest me and how do I 

think these can be achieved?  

Short story: 
For the past years, Stef who is a law student, has been 

an active volunteer with the Jesuit Refugee Services 

(JRS). The mission of the JRS is to accompany, serve and 

advocate for the rights of people seeking asylum, 

refugees, and other forcibly displaced peoples.  

Like many Maltese, Stef read and listened on the news 

stories of immigrants who left everything behind, even 

their children, to make the long and dangerous voyage. 

Fleeing from persecution and poverty, migrants 

undertake this dangerous journey with the hope of a new beginning. Stef was struck by Pope 

Francis’ words, warning that the Mediterranean Sea has become “the biggest cemetery in 

Europe”. This was said in reaction to the immigrants who cross from Africa to Europe on 

overcrowded dinghies and makeshift boats. Along the years, many boats capsized and lives 

perished. 

Like all JRS volunteers, Stef is committed to human development, believing that “there can be no 

peace without justice”. She wants to keep working for just societies across the world that build 

upon equality and a fairer distribution of power and wealth. Stef is determined to specialise in 

Human Rights and further her work with the JRS, both in her country and beyond.   

Inspiration: 
Those who are happiest are those who do the most for others.             
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