
 
Current Issues in Prayer 

Welcome! The Pope invites people of good will to come together and pray for those who 

have suffered harm from members of the Church: may they find within the Church herself a 

concrete response to their pain and suffering. 

March 2023 

Hands on: 
When talking about others, I try to never speak disparagingly. Possibly in a chapel, I pray for those 

in the Church who have been wounded and for those who have inflicted these wounds. I also pray 

that the Pope may continue resolutely to lead the Church in ways of real compassion, that all of 

us may recognize our faults, beg pardon for them and seek reconciliation. 

Inspiration: 
Everything that’s broken was beautiful at one time. And our mistakes make us better people. 

             Jamie Hoang 

Let us pray: 
Dear God, keep close to you those who have been hurt by members of the Church. Provide for 

them Christians who are able and willing to walk with them on a healing journey. Send your Holy 

Spirit to all Christians, that in our day-to-day affairs, we may experience your love and choose to 

express it always with all others. 

Short story: 
For two years, Terrell was a Christian without a Church community.  

At the church in which Terrell grew, leaders often did not themselves practise what they 

preached. Moreover, Terrell often heard members speak disparagingly of other members. The 

final straw for him came when, one day, a person who was preaching put the spotlight on a 

member who was present, seemingly pointing her out as one who had certain ‘toxic habits.’ The 

poor young woman was so embarrassed, she was reduced to tears. Terrell decided that this 

church was no longer for him. He was 27 years old at the time he left the Church. Terrell faithfully 

continued to pray daily and read his Bible; yet, still carrying the hurt, wondered whether he would 

ever be with others at prayer and not have a repeat experience of his former church. Taking 

courageous steps, Terrell began to attend a Christian Community that welcomed other wondering 

souls just like him. 

Time to reflect: 
Do I walk the talk? Am I quick to talk about others and judge? Have I made the effort to watch 

what I say and to speak positively about others? How did I feel afterwards?   

Getting started: 
I find a quiet place and look at the image of the pope for a 

few seconds. I imagine myself next to the Pope. I try to feel 

his sadness for the wrongs perpetrated in the world, 

especially those committed by members of the Church. 

Also, I keep in mind that those who have harmed others are 

human persons and therefore sinners. Only God is perfect 

and without sin. 


